
SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Agenda 

South Plainfield High School 

September 11, 2019 

6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We 

are resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to become 

divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.  

 

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Board Members Present: Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mr. Giannakis,  

 Mr. Pennisi, Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

Absent: Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Wolak 

 

Also Present: Dr. Noreen Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, 

Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business 

Administrator, Mr. Marc Zitomer, Legal Counsel 

 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers, and W.C.T.C. on January 3, 2019. 

 

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited 

to three minutes’ duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same 

topic. 

 

Mr. Chapman asked for a moment of silence in remembrance of 9/11.  
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V. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
 

A. Good News and Progress in Our Schools 

 

Dr. Lishak reported on the successful opening to the school year, reviewed the new 

happenings in the district as well as all of the upgrades that were completed over the summer.  

She announced that Jost Field’s ribbon cutting ceremony will be held on September 27th at 

Jost Field and the games will be livestreamed from the press box and broadcasted by the High 

School.  

 

Dr. Lishak reviewed the numerous grants that were received over the summer and thanked 

the teachers that put in the extra effort to bring new and innovative programs to the district. 

 

Dr. Lishak acknowledged the beautiful 9-11 memorial program at the Middle School that 

honored the dedication and bravery of our first responders.  In attendance were retired 

members of the armed forces along with active members of the police and fire departments as 

well as the first responders.  Representatives from Town Council, the Assembly, as well as 

State Senator Diegnan were in attendance.  Dr. Lishak thanked Mr. Blondo for organizing the 

program and Mrs. Haughwout for her work with the chorus. 

 

Dr. Lishak announced that a survey will be e-mailed out next week that will give everyone 

the opportunity to let the district know what programs they would like to see offered at Parent 

Palooza.  Dr. Lishak said that they received very positive feedback from last year’s 

workshops but they were disappointed with the turnout.  This year, presentations will be 

broadcast live so parents and guardians have the opportunity to ask questions on screen while 

they are in their own home.  The presentation will then be posted on TigerTV. 

 

Dr. Lishak reminded parents and guardians that if they have not logged into the Genesis 

system to please do so to fill out the forms which include the usage agreement for student 

chrome books. 

 

Dr. Lishak reminded everyone to complete the free and reduced lunch application.  If you 

were eligible last year, you will not automatically be eligible again this year.  Everyone must 

submit a new application each year.  If you need assistance, please contact the business 

office.   

 

Dr. Lishak reminded everyone of the Back to School nights.  The High School Back to 

School Night, along with the college planning night was held last evening and she reported 

that there were over 100 participants. Grant School’s Back to School night is September 12th, 

the elementary schools are holding their Back to School Nights on September 17th, and the 

Middle School Back to School Night is on September 19th.   

 

B. Difference Card Presentation 

 

Mr. Benanti introduced Chris Calderone and Kevin Smith from the Difference Card and 

Stuart Migdon, Insurance Broker for BGIA who provided a presentation on the Difference 

Card.  Following the presentation, Mr. Chapman opened a discussion where the public was 

given an opportunity to discuss their concerns and ask questions about the difference card.  
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VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 

 

A. Public Comments on Agenda Items Only 

 

David Landy, High School Special Education Teacher, discussed his concerns over the rising 

costs and change in service over time.  He also discussed his concerns with The Difference 

Card, including the time-intensive process of managing claims and cash flow that would shift 

from the insurance company to the insured.  He asked the Board to please address all the 

other options before voting on the The Difference Card. 

 

Diana Joffe, SPEA, discussed the concerns of the Education Association and the problems 

that other districts have with The Difference Card.  Mrs. Joffe said that the Association holds 

The Difference Card as a mandatorily negotiable issue.  She told that Board that they are 

hereby put on notice that any imposition of this program will be met with any and all 

challenges through the Boards and collective actions that are available to the South Plainfield 

Board of Education.  She said that the program is a direct threat to health benefits.  She said 

that if the Board would like to introduce this at the beginning of a bargaining table then they 

are ready and willing to meet and discuss.  She said that if you prefer to impose this on the 

Education Association then they will use any all means at their disposal. 

 

Barbara Habeeb, Kennedy School Music Teacher, said that she wanted to implore the Board 

to rethink this Difference Card.  She said that if it sounds too good to be true, it probably is.   

 

VII. CURRICULUM/STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

VIII. POLICY 
 

Approve the First Reading of Bylaws/Policies/Regulations 
 

Approve the first reading of the following Policy: 

 

Policy #2415.04 – District Wide Parental Involvement  (revised) – Tab VIII.A 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Mrs. Boyle asked if the policy was recommended by Strauss Esmay.  Mr. Pennisi said that this is 

required by the State. 

 

Ms. Malyska said that the district went through ESSA Title I monitoring and one of the findings 

from the State was that we were out of compliance with our parent engagement policy.   

There is a template that is to be used and needs to be completed with parent input.  The policy 

was completed based upon the parent survey and information from our community.  She said that 

Strauss Esmay can’t give a standard format because of the community input. 

 

Mrs. Boyle said that she spoke about that last time in legislation and was just wondering if 

Strauss Esmay was part of the that.  That came in as a mandate from the Federal Government and 

we did receive action plans that we had to put into effect.   
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RESOLVED upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of Education 

approve the foregoing resolution. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Pennisi  SECOND:  Mr. Farinella  VOTE:  7-0 

 

IX. PERSONNEL 

 

Motion by Member Mr. Giannakis, seconded by Member Mr. Pennisi, to accept the 

recommendation of the superintendent and adopt the following: 

 

RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

(NOTE: Approval of this resolution authorizes the superintendent to submit to the county 

superintendent applications for emergent hiring and the applicant’s attestation and proof that 

he/she has not been convicted of any disqualifying crime pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

18A:6-7.1 et. seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17 et. seq., or N.J.S.A. 18A:6-4.13 et. seq.  This includes 

background checks and fingerprinting for those employees listed below:  (All appointments are 

contingent upon receipt of proper teaching certification and the satisfaction of all requirements 

set forth in P.L. 2018, c.5. All salary placements are pending receipt of college transcripts 

verifying degree status and letter stating years of service in other districts, *denotes mentoring 

required.) 

 

 RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

 

A. Resignations, Retirements, Terminations 

 

 RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

 

Code Name Action Position Location Date Eff. Discussion 

1. 
Raimondo-
Hajduk, Angela Resign Elementary Teacher Riley School 08/22/19  

2. 

Employee ID#: 

4992 Terminate Van Driver Transportation 09/11/19  

3 Toth, Dori Rescind Paraprofessional Franklin School 09/01/19  

 

B. Appointments, Transfers 

 

Code Name Action Position Deg  /Step 

 

Salary/ 

Hrly. Rate Location 

Date 

Effective 

Date 

Term. Discussion 

1 

*McNamee, 

Jamie Approve 

Elementary 

Teacher 4 BA 

$56,735 

(prorated) Riley School 

 

09/19/19 06/30/20 

Replacing A. Raimondo-

Hajduk 

Acct#: 11-120-100-101-06 

2 Rhunke, Tina Approve  

Substitute 
Before/After Care 

Aide N/A 

$15.00 per 

hr. District 09/12/19 06/30/20 Acct#: 61-993-100-101-19 

3 

Ufondu, 

Leslie Approve 

Before/After Care 

Aide Step 0 

$17.70 per 

hr. District 09/12/19 06/30/20 

Pending sufficient 

enrollment 

Max 25 hrs. per week 

Acct#: 61-993-100-101-19 
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4 

*Trentacoste, 

Elana Approve 

Before/After Care 

Aide Step 0 

$17.70 per 

hr. District TBD 06/30/20 

Pending Successful 

completion of criminal 

history background check 

Pending sufficient 

enrollment 

Max 25 hrs. per week 

Acct#: 61-993-100-101-19 

5 

Iacovone, 

Janet Approve  

Substitute 
Before/After Care 

Aide N/A 

$15.00 per 

hr. District 09/12/19 06/30/20 Acct#: 61-993-100-101-19 

6 
Kaczmarczyk, 
Samantha Approve 

Substitute 

Before/After Care 
Aide N/A 

$15.00 per 
hr. District 09/12/19 06/30/20 Acct#: 61-993-100-101-19 

7 Perry, Joe Approve PD Presenter 9 MA +15 

$58.74 per 

hr. 

Franklin 

School 09/09/19 09/10/19 

2 hrs. to present 

Elementary Genesis 
Gradebook 

Support/Training 

Acct#: 11-140-100-101-01 

8 
Wieczorek, 
Nicole Approve PD Presenter 2 BA 

$45.61 per 
hr. 

Kennedy 
School 09/09/19 09/10/19 

2 hrs. to present 

Elementary Genesis 

Gradebook 

Support/Training 
Acct#: 11-130-100-101-03 

9 

Maddolin, 

Shannon Approve PD Presenter 5 BA 

$48.95 per 

hr. Riley School 09/09/19 09/10/19 

2 hrs. to present 

Elementary Genesis 
Gradebook 

Support/Training 

Acct#: 11-130-100-101-03 

10 Luck, Theresa Approve PD Presenter 20 MA + 30 
$83.51 per 
hr. 

Roosevelt 
School 09/09/19 09/10/19 

2 hrs. to present 
Elementary Genesis 

Gradebook 

Support/Training 
Acct#: 11-120-100-101-07 

11 

*Trentacoste, 

Elena Approve Duty Aide Step 1 $6,570 

Roosevelt 

School TBD 06/30/20 

Pending Successful 

completion of criminal 

history background check 

Acct#: 11-000-262-107-07 

12 *Ruiz, Juliana Approve Paraprofessional Step 1 $21,080 
Franklin 
School TBD 06/30/20 

Pending successful 

completion of criminal 

history background check 

Replacing L. Emert 

Acct#: 11-213-100-106-18 

 

C. Adjustments, Stipends, Degree Changes 

 

Code Name Action Position 

Degree/Step/ 

No. of Hrs. 

Salary/ 

Stipend Location 

Date 

Effective 

Date 

Term. Discussion 

1 

Kousoulis, 

Anna Approve 6th Period- Math 2 MA $3,347 Middle School 09/04/19 12/18/19 Acct#: 11-130-100-101-02 

2 
Wetzel, 
Alyssa Approve 6th Period – Math 3 MA $3,406 Middle School 09/04/19 12/18/19 Acct#: 11-130-100-101-02 

3 

Phillips, 

Margaret Approve 6th Period – Math 5 MA $3,581 Middle School 09/04/19 12/18/19 Acct#: 11-130-100-101-02 

4 
Wilson, 
Jessica Approve 

6th Period – ICR 
Algebra Class 7 MA + 15 $11,081 High School 09/04/19 06/30/20 Acct#: 11-140-100-101-25 

DISCUSSION: 

 

Mrs. Boyle said that she has known Angela Raimondo-Hajduk for many years and her expertise 

and quality education values will truly be missed.   

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi  VOTE:  7-0 

Mrs. Boyle abstained on #A-2 
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X. FINANCE 

 

1. Approve Contingency Change Order #1A for Lanyi & Tevald, Inc. Relative to the Proposed 

Toilet Room Renovations at Kennedy Elementary School - $13,534.93 
 

Resolved, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of Education 

approve Change Order #1A for Lanyi & Tevald, Inc. in the amount of $13,534.93 to provide 

additional below slab demolition and fill relative to the Toilet Room Renovations Project at 

Kennedy Elementary School. The Owner’s Contingency Reserve of $25,000 will be reduced 

by $13,534.93 leaving a balance of $11,465.07. 

 

2. Approval for Related Services Providers – 2019/2020 

 

Approve the following related services appointment for special education students for           

the 2019/2020 school year: 

 

Related Services Staffing 

 

Therapy Travelers 

     355 Redondo Avenue, Long Beach, CA  90814 

September 12, 2019 through June 19, 2020 

 

SLP $85-$95 

SLP-CFY $75-$85 

SLPA $74-$84 

School Psychologist $90-$100 

BCBA $90-$100 

Behavior Interventionalist $85-$90 

Social Worker $72-$82 

Special Education Teacher $68-$78 

LDT-C $75-$85 

Occupational Therapist $84-$94 

Physical Therapist $87-$97 

RN $60-$70 

LVN $55-$60 

RBT $58-$68 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Mrs. Boyle asked for confirmation that there is no air conditioning in the field house, asked 

how that is determined and asked if there is heat.  Dr. Lishak confirmed that there is no air 

conditioning and said that it was part of the specifications that went out based on the amount 

of money that was budgeted for each project.  She confirmed that there is heat in the field 

house. 

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of 

Education approve the foregoing resolutions. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi  VOTE:  7-0 
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XI.     BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

  

XII. PRESENTATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

 Curriculum 

 

Mr. Pennisi reported that the committee met on September 10th and they discussed upcoming 

trips, Chromebook distribution, AP seminars, Parent Palooza, academic awards, elementary 

report card/Genesis changes,  new performing arts requirements, and receipt and distribution of 

NJSLA scores.  

 

 Policy 

 

Mr. Pennisi reported that the committee did not meet, however, there is one policy update that 

was sent via e-mail and is on for a first reading tonight to meet the October 1st deadline.  The 

committee will meet after next week to review all of the policy updates from Strauss Esmay. 

 

 Public Relations 

 

Mr. Chapman reported that they had to reschedule their meeting due to a conflict.   

 

 Shared Services 

 

 Mr. Cassio reported that Share Services is scheduled to meet at the end of the month. 

 

 Special Education 

 

 Mr. Both reported that they will schedule a meeting later in the month.   

 

 Traffic Liaison 

 

Mr. Cassio reported that the committee did not meet, however he did speak with Officer Delair on 

the first day of school.  Officer Delair had some concerns about signage and striping which were 

addressed by Dr. Lishak and Mr. Wiggins. 

 

 SEPAC Liaison  

 

Mr. Both reported that the SEPAC Board met last week and will be meeting with Mr. Brandon to 

lay out their agenda for the school year.  

  

 Legislative Liaison 

 

Mrs. Boyle reported that she will be in Trenton to discuss IDEA funding and she will report back 

at the next meeting.   

 

Mrs. Boyle said that she attended a conference as Chair of the Mayor’s Wellness Committee that 

was hosted by Hackensack Meridian Health where they discussed their concerns with school 

children, mental health, opioid use, social and emotional learning.  They are moving forward with 

discussions with the State Department of Education.   

 

Mrs. Boyle also discussed ESSA Title I & II and IDEA Part B  as well as the hiring to two new 
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senior officials that will be responsible for the important functions for the food and nutrition of 

our school children.  She also discussed how they have to come up with ways that student have 

are offered food no matter how long the parents haven’t paid the bill. 

 

 DISCUSSION: 

 

XIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

XIV. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Mr. Giannakis welcomed everyone back to a new school year.  He talked about how great the 

Middle School looks with the new windows and landscaping and he thanked Mr. Wiggins, Mr. 

Benanti, Dr. Lishak and Mr. Damato for staying on top of things and ensuring that our 

referendum money is being spent correctly.  Mr. Giannakis discussed his concerns with the 

classroom numbering at the High School and how the lockers can use some updating. 

 

Mr. Cassio welcomed everyone back and expressed appreciation for the teachers.  He apologized 

for just sitting up there during The Difference Card discussion as the conflicted board members 

were instructed not to speak.  He also thanked Mr. Blondo for this afternoon’s ceremony.  Mr. 

Cassio asked if the Board can discuss the teachers concerns about paper during executive session. 

 

Mrs. Boyle congratulated Mr. Blondo, Mrs. Richkus and Mrs. Haughwout as well as the students 

and staff for their excellent presentation today.  She said it was nice to see that there were more 

veterans there than in the past, many of which were first responders. 

 

Mrs. Boyle requested a copy of the Educational Services Commission submission that was given 

for the district landscaping. 

 

Mr. Chapman congratulated Mr. Benanti on the birth of his son.  He said that he appreciates all of 

the comments that were brought forward about The Difference Card.  He talked about his 

concerns for the future financial position of the district and his concerns for health insurance 

premium increases as some districts were hit with 15-18% increases.  He said that you can’t be 

reactive at that point in time as it will be too late. 

 

XV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to: (select one 

or more) 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive 

government funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of 

individual privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5.         a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with 

public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible 

violations or violations of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of 
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attorney-client privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely 

affected request an open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public 

as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mr. Pennisi   VOTE: 7-0 

 

RETURN FROM EXEUCTIVE SESSION 

 

 ROLL CALL 

 

 Present:  Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mr. Giannakis, Mr. Pennisi,  

Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

  Absent:  Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Wolak 

 

XVI. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on September 18, 2019, as may have 

been modified, is hereby approved. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Giannakis  SECOND:  Mr. Cassio   VOTE:  7-0 

 

XVII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business of the Board, there was a unanimous voice vote to adjourn at 7:33 

p.m. 

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Farinella  SECOND:  Mr. Cassio   VOTE:  7-0 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Alex Benanti 

 Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 


